
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Preview of Traceability Shipment Data Requirements* from Albertsons 
 
In October 2024, Albertsons announced its traceability program, requiring addiƟonal traceability 
recordkeeping for ALL FOODS, “in anƟcipaƟon of the [Food Traceability List (FTL)] evolving to include 
new items and to ensure ongoing compliance.”  
 
Below, is a preview of Albertsons’ data requirements.  
 
It’s important to note the following: 

 Albertsons may update their traceability requirements at any Ɵme and new or modified data 
elements may be needed when your traceability files are shared. We will noƟfy you if we learn 
of any changes in order to help you provide the most complete and accurate data possible for 
your customer.  

 If you’re already sharing data with your customer in an 856, you must conƟnue to include your 
current data set in your file. The traceability data requested is in addiƟon to what you already 
send.  

 We understand that all of this informaƟon might not be available to you right now. You can 
share what you have now so that we can test and save that data for you while you work to find 
the rest.  

 
Traceability Shipment Data Requirements* from Albertsons 
 

 Equipment DescripƟon Code: Please specify what type of equipment was used to transport the 
product. 

 USDA Farm Serial Number: A farm serial number is a unique idenƟfier assigned by the USDA to a 
parcel of land to indicate its locaƟon. 

 TransportaƟon Method Type: This communicates the type or method that was used to transport 
the product. 

 Packaging Code - Form and Materials: This is a two-part code that describes the form of 
packaging (BAG = bag, BOX = box, SLP = slip sheet, etc.) and the materials used (03 = hard wood, 
05 = soŌ wood, 25 = corrugated or solid, etc.). 

 Pallet DescripƟon Code: The number that corresponds to the type of pallet used. 
 Shipment ID: The tracking number for the shipment.    
 Shipment Date: This is the date that the order was shipped.   
 Shipment Time: This is the Ɵme the order was shipped. Use the format HHMMSS. 
 Standard Carrier Alpha Code (SCAC): This is the unique code that idenƟfies the transportaƟon 

company.  



 Equipment IniƟal: The prefix or alphabeƟc part of the code used to idenƟfy the carrier 
equipment used to transport the shipment.  

 Equipment Number: The sequencing or serial part of the code used to idenƟfy the carrier 
equipment used to transport the shipment.   

 Revision Number or Product Change NoƟce Number: If there has been a material change to the 
product, such as when a key component of a product has been modified or subsƟtuted, the 
number associated with the Product Change NoƟce must be shared. This is the number 
associated with any noƟce or communicaƟon that was sent to your customer informing them of 
the change. 

 Delivery Date Requested: This is the date that the customer requested to have the shipment 
delivered.  

 Current Scheduled Delivery Date: This is the date that the shipment is scheduled to be delivered 
to the intended receiver. 

 Purchase Order (PO) Number: This is the number on the purchase order you received from your 
customer. 

 Purchase Order (PO) Date: This is the date from the Purchase Order (PO) that indicates when 
the PO was created.  

 CHEP Pallet QuanƟty: This is the number of CHEP (Commonwealth Handling Equipment Pool) 
pallets included in the shipment. 

 Other Pallet Type QuanƟty: This is the number of pallets in the shipment that are NOT CHEP 
(Commonwealth Handling Equipment Pool) pallets. This number should include pallets from 
PECO (Pallet Exchange Company), White Wood General Exchange, non-rental pallet, etc. 

 GS1-128 SSCC-18 Number for the Pallet: This is the 18-digit Serial Shipping Container Code 
(SSCC) that has been created by the supplier for the individual pallet. 

 GS1-128 SSCC-18 Number for the Case: This is the 18-digit Serial Shipping Container Code (SSCC) 
that has been created by the supplier for the individual case. 

 Pallet Type Code: This communicates what type of pallet was used for the shipment.  
 Pallet Tiers (Ti): This is the number of cartons, cases or units placed on a single layer (the "Ti" or 

"Tie") of the pallet.  
 Pallet Blocks (Hi): This is the number of layers stacked verƟcally (the "Hi") on the pallet.  
 Pallet Height (in inches): This is a measurement of the height of the pallet in inches (in.) 
 Case or Pallet QuanƟty: The number of cases or pallets in the shipment.  
 Unit of Measure: This specifies whether the unit of measure used for the weight of the 

shipment.  
 Lot Number: OŌen referred to as the “lot code,” "Traceability Lot Code," “TLC” or “lot,” this is 

the unique number or code used to uniquely idenƟfy a lot of a product. The lot code is assigned 
when the food is iniƟally packed, received by the first land-based receiver, or transformed. Once 
a lot code is assigned, it must stay the same as the food moves through the supply chain; it can 
only be changed if the food is transformed. 

 ExpiraƟon Date: The expiraƟon date of the food. 
 Date Packed: The date the food was packed.  

 


